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President’s Letter — South African Nep hrology
Society (SANS), 2025

Dear Colleagues,

It is with great pride and a deep sense of responsibility that |
write to you on behalf of the South African Nephrology Society
(SANS). The past year has been one of growth, renewed
collaboration, and continued advocacy, despite the pressures
on our health system, particularly frozen consultant and training
posts and persistent supply chain challenges in the public
sector.

Against this backdrop, SANS has remained steadfast in its
mission to promote excellence in kidney care, research,
education, and policy engagement.

Below is a summary of our key achievements and activities since
our last Annual General Meeting:

Prof Nicola Wearne

President, South African
Nephrology Society (SANS)
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SUMMARY OF QUR KEY ACHIEVEMENTS AND
ACTIVITIES SINCE QUR LAST ANNUAL

General Meetings:

Research Capacity Building: ISN—SANS Webinar Series

We successfully launched a collaborative webinar series with the International Society of
Nephrology (ISN) titled “From Idea to Publication”, aimed at demystifying the research process and
equipping early-career nephrologists with the tools to develop and publish impactful research. The
series was exceptionally well received and featured practical insights from local and international
experts.

Dr Wesley van Hougenhouck-Tulleken was instrumental in driving this initiative forward, and we
are grateful for his leadership and commitment to building research capacity.

Upcoming ISPD—SANS Congress (October 2026)

We are proud to announce that South Africa will host the first-ever ISPD Congress on the African
continent, in Cape Town in October 2026, in collaboration with the International Society for
Peritoneal Dialysis (ISPD). The current President of ISPD, A/Prof Brett Cullis, is a valued member of
SANS, and we are honoured to support this global event under his leadership.

This represents a major milestone for our region and offers a unique opportunity to showcase
innovations in peritoneal dialysis and service delivery to a global audience.

Continental Engagement and AFRAN Collaboration

Our partnership with the African Association of Nephrology (AFRAN) continues to grow. We remain
active members of the ISN Regional Board for Africa, contributing to strategic continental
initiatives, knowledge exchange, and capacity building. We also continue to support the African
Journal of Nephrology, ably edited by Prof Alain Assounga.

Policy and Government Engagement
We have collaborated with the National Department of Health (DoH) on several key initiatives,
including:
e Participation in the Health Systems Improvement Forum on kidney health, dialysis, and organ
transplantation
e Support for the national Organ and Tissue Donation Campaign Launch
e Active advocacy for the implementation of kidney paired donation (KPD) in South Africa

Regulatory Engagement

SANS has played a central role in two important regulatory processes:

e Finalisation of the Transplant Regulations in collaboration with MACOT (Ministerial Advisory
Committee on Transplantation)

e Development of national Dialysis Regulations, where SANS has been a key technical and
advisory partner to the DoH

Disclaimer:
The content of this newsletter and any attachments thereto are for the exclusive use and information of SANS members. Although not always the case, all
content should be deemed confidential and may not be used or published beyond the SANS membership, unless SANS gives express permission.
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SUMMARY CF QUR KEY ACHIEVEMENTS AND
ACTIVITIES SINCE QUR LAST ANNUAL

Guidelines and Essential Medicines Advocacy

The SANS Guidelines Committee, chaired by A/Professor Malcolm Davies, continues to develop
important clinical guidance. We are currently engaged in a national submission to include SGLT2
inhibitors for CKD on the Essential Medicines List (EML). This work has significant potential to expand
access to kidney-protective therapies in the public sector.

South African Renal Registry

The South African Renal Registry, under the continued leadership of Prof Razeen Davids, remains a
critical national resource. It plays a key role in tracking dialysis trends, highlighting disparities, and
identifying gaps in service provision. SANS remains committed to using these insights to inform
policy and drive government accountability.

Support for Members

SANS remains committed to supporting members who face professional, regulatory, or legal
challenges. We continue to advocate for fair clinical practice environments and equitable treatment
of nephrologists across both public and private sectors.

Training, Exams, and Fellowships

Our members remain engaged in specialist training and assessment through the CMSA
examinations. We continue to host and support ISN fellows at several academic centres, furthering
SANS’ commitment to capacity development across the region.

Organisational and Financial Health

Our society remains financially sound and is now a fully registered NGO. We are grateful to the team
at Turners for their ongoing ad ministrative support and will communicate any necessary changes to
banking and governance structures in due course.

Looking ahead, we are clear-eyed about the challenges facing kidney care in South Africa:
underfunded services, training bottlenecks, and workforce attrition. Nevertheless, SANS remains
deeply committed to representing the needs of our members and patients, and to driving strategic,
equitable improvements in nephrology.

Thank you to our dedicated Executive Committee, our members, and our partners national and
international for your continued support. Together, we will shape a more just and resilient future for
kidney care in South Africa.

Warm regards,

A/Prof Nicola Wearne

President, South African Nephrology Society (SANS)

Dr Nina Diana

Secretary, South African Nephrology Society (SANS)
Disclaimer:

The content of this newsletter and any attachments thereto are for the exclusive use and information of SANS members. Although not always the case, all
content should be deemed confidential and may not be used or published beyond the SANS membership, unless SANS gives express permission.
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ORGANISATION STRUCTURE

EXCO COMMITTEE

REGION POSITION
PROFESSOR NICOLA WEARNE WESTERN CAPE PRESIDENT
DR SHOYAB WADEE GAUTENG IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
DR NINA DIANA GAUTENG SECRETARY
PROFESSOR FEZIWE BISIWE FREE STATE TREASURER

ELECTED EXCO MEMBERS:

Dr Zubair Asmail Gauteng Dr Sudesh Hariparshad Kwazulu-Natal
Dr Zunaid Barday Western Cape Dr Leigh Johannes Western Cape
Professor Rajendra Bhimma Kwazulu-Natal Dr Tholong Khumalo Gauteng

Dr Zaheera Cassimjee Gauteng Dr Pheto Mangena Limpopo

Dr Sheetal Chiba Gauteng Dr Ledile Mokoba-Nkhobo Gauteng

Dr Yazied Chothia Western Cape Dr Kagiso Motse Gauteng

Dr Brett Cullis Kwazulu-Natal Dr Albert Muranda Gauteng
Professor Malcolm Davies Gauteng Dr Deveshni Reddy Western Cape
Dr Chandni Dayal Gauteng Dr Wesley van Gauteng

Hougenhouck-Tullenken

Disclaimer:
The content of this newsletter and any attachments thereto are for the exclusive use and information of SANS members. Although not always the case, all
content should be deemed confidential and may not be used or published beyond the SANS membership, unless SANS gives express permission.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

2025

SA TRANSPLANT CONGRESS 2025

| COLLABORATE | COMMUNICATE
INDARA HOTEL & COMFEREMCE CEMTRE. FOURWAYS. JOHAHMESBURG

24 - 26 OCTOBER 2025

3kt SA Transplant Society Congress 2025 combined with South African Tissue
Bank Association (SATiBA)

The 31st SATS Congress which will be held at the Indaba Hotel & Conference Centre in Johannesburg on the 24th to 26th of October 2025

The theme for this year’s congress is “Connect. Collaborate. Communicate” and we hope to present you with a stimulating scientific
programme with ample networking opportunities.

click here for website

Euro Nephrology 2025

29 European Nephrology
Conference

November 03-04, 2025 | Rome, Italy

ABSTRAGTS

hitps /feurope_nephroconferences. comfeurope/abstract-submission_php

29 European Nephrology Conference

The 29+ European Nephrology Conference, will be held on November 03-04, 2025, in the historic city of Rome, Italy. This premier event in
nephrology will bring together leading experts, researchers, and clinicians from across the globe to advance the understanding and
treatment of kidney diseases. The conference will feature an extensive program designed to address the latest advancements and

challenges in nephrology. Attendees can look forward to a diverse range of sessions, including keynote lectures by distinguished
speakers, interactive panel discussions, and specialized workshops.

click here for website

Disclaimer:
The content of this newsletter and any attachments thereto are for the exclusive use and information of SANS members. Although not always the case, all
content should be deemed confidential and may not be used or published beyond the SANS membership, unless SANS gives express permission.


https://satransplantcongress.co.za/
https://europe.nephroconferences.com/
https://europe.nephroconferences.com/
https://europe.nephroconferences.com/
https://europe.nephroconferences.com/
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UPCOMING EVENTS

2025
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187 International Symposium \
on IgA Nephropathy

ISANN

PRAGUE 2025

17*"-20*" SEPTEMBER 2025

CUBEX CENTRE PRAGUE
www.iigann2025.com

Bth International Symposium on IgA Nephropathy

A flagship event by the International IgA Nep hropathy Network, bringing together clinicians, researchers, and patient representatives.
iigann2025.com

Emphasison:

Latest drug approvals and updates following the 2024 KDIGO guidelines
Clinical trial progress, risk stratification, biomarkers, und erlying mechanisms, and pathology click here for website
Special focus on paediatric IgA nephropathy, patient priorities, and access to new therapies

2026

O\ I S 'MARCH 28-31, 2026 Hosted by

YOKOHAMA
7 s | ApAN ; "g
APSN

The World Congress of Nephrology (WCN) is the flagship scientific, educational, and networking event of the International Society of

Nephrology (ISN). Each year, WCN brings together kidney care professionals from around the world to exchange knowledge, showcase
groundbreaking research, and participate in regionally-relevant symposia, training programs, and courses.

Venue: Yokohama, Japan
Date: 28-31 March 2026

Submit an Abstract: Click here (Deadline: 22 October 2025)

World Congress of Nephrology (WCN’26)

click here for website

Disclaimer:
The content of this newsletter and any attachments thereto are for the exclusive use and information of SANS members. Although not always the case, all
content should be deemed confidential and may not be used or published beyond the SANS membership, unless SANS gives express permission.


https://www.theisn.org/wcn/
https://www.theisn.org/
https://www.theisn.org/
https://www.theisn.org/wcn/abstracts/?utm_source=RB&utm_medium=mail&utm_campaign=WCNabstracts
https://www.iigann2025.com/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.iigann2025.com/
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63°ERA
CONGRESS

GLASGOW & VIRTUAL
JUNE 3-6, 2026
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SAVE THE DATE

The 63rd ERA Congress will take place on June 3-6, 2026, both virtual and live in
Glasgow.

ERA’s aim is to reduce the burden of kidney disease by supporting basic and clinical research in the fields of clinical nephrology, dialysis,

and renal transplantation. ERA organises annual congresses and supports fellowships, and CME courses.
ERA publishes two official leading nephrology journals in Europe: Nephrology Dialysis Transplantation and Clinical Kidney Journal (open

access).

click here for website

Disclaimer:
The content of this newsletter and any attachments thereto are for the exclusive use and information of SANS members. Although not always the case, all
content should be deemed confidential and may not be used or published beyond the SANS membership, unless SANS gives express permission.


https://www.era-online.org/events/glasgow-2026/

